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who was never a ruling politician but appears as a representa-
tive of former times. Here he guides the dead statesmen up
to Athens. His very character is a return to the past, recalling
the Marathonomaches type. He is shown as an honest, courage-
ous, public-spirited citizen who, however, seems to represent
an ideal of the past rather than one which is likely to be realized
m the future Eupolis hurls violent attacks against the stmtegoi
and politicians of the day. The statesmen of the past, Aristeides
first, Penkles last, and in between probably Solon and Mil-
tiades, give their advice to the people which are represented by
the demes The whole is a purely political comedy with a social
background provided by the chorus. The derne, which
Kleisthenes had made the smallest political unit in the State,
was for the citizen (we shall confirm this later from the evi-
dence of comedy) his 'home, sweet home'. He was attached
to it by strong local and sentimental associations The demes
form the chorus of Eupolis5 play They represent the whole
body of the narrow-minded and insignificant population of
town and countryside, who in their close attachment to the
land and to their neighbours were the very basis of the State.
In spite of its remoteness from reality, or perhaps because of
this conscious remoteness, Aristophanes' 'escapism' in the
Lyststraie (411 B c ) testifies to his high courage and humanity
At a moment when Athens was making heroic and successful
efforts to avoid final defeat, when every word of peace must
have seemed weakness, this play of peace was boldest defeat-
ism. The poet avoids committing himself in the party-struggle,
he is even somewhat antagonistic to the rising oligarchs. He
shows this in the ridiculous character of the proboulos, and in
the personal attacks, which are directed against Peisandros, the
'coming man'. But he seems not to have fully realized the
dangers of an oligarchic revolution, or if he did he was not
sufficiently interested in the domestic issues. The only real
issue to him was to end the war. Aristophanes makes the
women attain by methods only too feminine a truly Panhellenic
peace, marked by a general reconciliation * The fight for
peace becomes possible only when the Spartan woman supports
Lysistrate's proposal that the women shall deny their husbands
the pleasures of love; the rest of the women do not feel strong
enough. This plot provides ample scope for some of the best
1 This is AiccAAayf) wko appears m person (L 1114^)